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Mir Masoom Ali: An Internationally Famed Statistician and a Kind
Human Being Whom We Admire Most

Let us now give a brief account of this great man. Professor Masoom Ali was born in
Bangladesh about 77 years ago. After finishing his B. Sc. (Honours) in 1956and M.Sc. in
1957, both in Statistics from the University of Dhaka, he briefly worked in the Socio-
Economic Board of Dhaka University and then with the then Government of Pakistan in
the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Commerce, and the Central Public Commission in
various statistical positions until he went to the University of Toronto in 1966 to pursue a
doctoral program in statistics. Dr. Ali obtained only in nine months his second Master's
degree in 1967 and only in two years a PhD degree in 1969, both in Mathematical
Statistics from the University of Toronto. Dr. Mir Ali then started his academic career at
Ball State University in the fall of 1969 and retired in 2007 with Distinguished Professor
Emeritus status.
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It has been several years now that we have known
Professor Dr. Mir Masoom Ali, George and
Frances Ball Distinguished Professor of Statistics
Emeritus and Professor Emeritus of Mathematical
Sciences at Ball State University (BSU) in the
USA. This distinguished professorship is named
after George Ball, one of the five Ball brothers
who had founded Ball State University, and his
wife Frances. Over the years we have learnt quite
a bit about Professor Ali who has not only been an
outstanding teacher and a great scholar but is also
a kind person, whose helping hand has enabled
many international students to be highly well
established in their statistics profession. He had
also helped in the advancement of careers of a
number of statisticians from Bangladesh,
Pakistan, India, and Korea by bringing them to his
department as visiting professors.
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Professor of Statistics Emeritus
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During his professional career at Ball State University, Distinguished Professor Ali has
received many honors. Besides being named George and Frances Ball Distinguished
Professor in 2000, Professor Ali received the "Sagamore of the Wabash" title from
Governor Frank O'Bannon of the State of Indiana, USA in 2002. "Sagamore of the
Wabash" is the highest award in the State of Indiana, which a Governor of the State of
Indiana can bestow and it was awarded to Dr. Ali for his significant contributions to the
higher education in the State of Indiana, for his many contributions to Ball State
University, especially for founding the graduate program in statistics at BSU, and to the
statistics profession in general. Dr. Ali was the recipient of the BSU "Outstanding
Researcher Award" in 1985 which is the highest award given annually by the university
for research. He was also the recipient of the BSU "Outstanding Faculty Award" in 1993
which is the highest award given annually to one faculty member by the university for
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