
composite performance in teaching, research, and professional service. Dr. Ali was the
first recipient of the "Qazi Motahar Husain Gold Medal" in 1990. He was also awarded
the "Islamic Society of Statistical Sciences Gold Medal" in 2005. In 2007, Ball State
University organizcd a two-day international statistics conference on campus to celebrate
his retirement from Ball State University. Many famous statisticians participated in that
conference and this was unique in the sense that this was the first time Ball State
University organized a conference in honor of a retiree during the retirement celebrations. I
Professor Ali had served as a practitioner and teacher of statistics for 50 years at the time Volume 20
of his retirement. .
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Professor Ali has been a prolific researcher. He has published about 200 articles in
national and international statistical journals and he has presented about 130 invited and
contributed papers in many countries of the world. He has been also a keynote speaker
and a plenary speaker at international conferences. Dr. Ali is a Fellow of the American
Statistical Association, Fellow of the Royal Statistical Society, Fellow of the Institute of
Statisticians, Expatriate Fellow of the Bangladesh Academy of Sciences, and Elected
Member of the International Statistical Institute besides being a member of a number of
other professional organizations. He is listed in the Who's Who in America, Who's Who
of the World, Who's Who of Asian Americans, World Directory of Mathematicians, Men
of Achievements, Notable Americans, Personalities of West and Midwest, and Who's
Who in the Midwest. Dr. Ali has been a visiting professor/scholar at universities and
institutes in the USA, Canada, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Bangladesh, India, and Korea. He
has served as an external examiner for PhD thesis and external referee for faculty
promotion at universities in Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Jordan, USA, Canada, and
Bangladesh. Dr. Ali has served or serving as editor, associate editor, and editorial board
member of over 20 statistical journals.

Distinguished Professor Emeritus Dr. Ali has been recognized so often for his professional
contributions that it is hard for us to enumerate all his accomplishments in this short notc.
But his signal contribution is in his human side. He never says no to any request from
fellow statisticians. He would go out of his way to help them even if he may not know
them well. He is easy to reach. He is humble and unpretcntious. Because of his human
and social qualities he has befriended many statisticians from the very famous to the very
unknown.

In the past, Special Volumes of the Journal of Statistical Studies, Pakistan Journal of
Statistics, International Journal of Statistical Sciences, Pakistan Journal of Statistics and
Operation Research, and a Festscrift by Ball State University were published in honour of
Dr. Ali for his many accomplishments. It is in this spirit that our editorial board decided.to
publish this Special Volume to honour and recognize this great man and a true friend of
all of us. We wish him continued success and a long productive life.
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